ST NICK’S PARISH WEEKLY BULLETIN 3RD AUGUST 2025

St Nicholas of Tolentino RC Church, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 ORE

Priest’s Office, Assisi Centre, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 ORE tel: 07779677370
Parish Office, Assisi Centre, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 ORE tel: 0117-909-0419
(Office open: Monday-Friday 10am - 1.00pm)
‘Borderlands’ Charity Office: Assisi Centre, St Nicholas Church tel: 0117-904-0479

Parish email: bristol.stnicholasoftolentino@cliftondiocese.com

Fr Richard’s email: richard.mckay@cliftondiocese.com
Clifton Diocesan Website: www.cliftondiocese.com
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Download this Bulletin from the Parish Website: www.tolentino.org.uk
Parish Priest - Rev Richard McKay (tel: 07779677370)

Catechesis: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) Caretaking of our buildings: Eddie Mgbheoduru
Safeguarding Reps: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) & Paul Bradshaw-Price
Parish Administration & Hall/Room Bookings: Astrid Fagon and Team (0117-909-0419)

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF YEAR C

RICH INTHE SIGHT OF GOD!

Jesus emptied himself, becoming a servant, a slave
condemned on a Cross - to make us rich! He em-
braced our poverty and lived among the poorest of
the world, an oppressed people, victims of corrupt
dictatorships - to set us free! He had nowhere to lay
his head and wandered from place to place - that we
might find our home, our true self, in God’s love!

If we say ‘Jesus is Lord! then he is the true possessor
of all we own. Do we surrender to His use all we have
as well as all we are? Is He Lord of our wallets, our
time, our future? Do we find our security in Him, or
in our possessions?

Sl T A . . .
ey S ORGP He died for us so that we might die to ourselves and
- live for Him and His Kingdom - for His poor! All the
world is His - especially that bit of the world we
think is ours to do what we like with! Being ‘Rich in
the sight of God’ means being rich of heart, not of
pocket, rich in love, not filled with possessions! Be
poor to be rich!

ST. THERESE OF LISIEVX

SUNDAY: MASS with Adult Baptism at 10.00 am (live streamed)
Mass with the Catholic Handicapped Fellowship at 3.00pm (all welcome)

MONDAY: Feast of St Jean Marie Vianney, Patron of parish cler 1786-1859
No liturgy

TUESDAY: Feast of the Dediction of St Mary Major Basilica, Rome No Liturgy
WEDNESDAY: No Liturgy

Jesus says to us: ‘Take care and be on your guard against greed and covetousness
for one’s life does not consist in possessions and wealth but in your heart of love’
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THURSDAY: Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord - Hiroshima Day
Adoration af 11.30am Mass at 12.00 noon

FRIDAY: Feast of St Dominic, Friar & priest, Founder of the Order of Preachers
Adoration at 11.30am Mass at |12 noon

SATURDAY: Feast of St Edith Stein, Carmelite Sister & Martyr of Auschwitz (1891-1942)

Adoration af 11.30am Mass at 12.00noon
Sacrament of Reconciliation : after Mass and 4.00-4.30pm

TODAY [1] On the Eighteenth Sunday of the Year C we celebrate the Jesus who
have embraced poverty and the poor. He teaches us to be generous of heart and
pocket, not to seek wealth, but to seek rather true riches - love, integrity, justice for
all. He teaches us to use what power we have to set people free from poverty and
oppression, and to make of our lives a gift to others - He is God’s gift to all humanity
and all creation: our liberator and ever faithful brother as well as Lord.

[2] Mass with Catholic Handicapped Fellowship r 3.00pm - all very welcome

[3] Last Sunday we marked Sea Sunday when we prayed especially for all serve
our world on the seas. They are among the most exploited of workers, separated
from their families for many months, very low pay and even worse working
conditions. The work of the Church’s Mission to those working the seas is vital to so
many, not only keeping them in touch with their faith but also providing moments of
comfort and humanity. Unfortunately, we failed to take the retiring Collection, so
will do so this Sunday. Please be generous both in prayer and in giving to support
this Mission.

NEXT SUNDAY [1] With the Eighteenth Sunday of the Year C we celebrate Jesus
the Poor One of God who invites us to live simply and find our treasure not in money
and possessions but in love, faith and intimacy with God. We are called to live by
faith and trust in God, always alert to the Christ who comes to us in the most
unexpected ways, people and times. Always be ready to welcome him.

DIOCESAN PRAYER The Diocese prays today for the Parish in Communion of St Mary,
Bath, served by Mgr Jeremy Rigden, Parish Administrator Charlotte Boyall, and all
the community.

PRAY FOR THIS WEEK'S PARISH MINISTRY OR MISSION We pray for our Live-
streaming Team, co-ordinated by Lucy. Started during Covid when no-one could
come to Mass, it has been continued to enable those unable to attend for
whatever reason to participate from a distance, be nourished by prayer, praise, the
Word of God and Spiritual Communion. We have friends from different part of UK as
well as New Zealand, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Cameroon, Caribbean, USA and Canada
that join us. And often weddings and funerals are live-streamed. This is a ministry of
Evangelisation through the Internet. We are always looking for volunteers to be
trained to live-stream and join the rota for Sundays and if possible be available for
the occasional weekday. Please contact Lucy at church on Sundays

COLLECTIONS
GA: £45.00 + Loose £136.58 + Card Reader £91.43 + S.O. £165.88 = £438.89 thanks!

DATES FOR THE DIARY
3rd Aug Baptism & Confirmation of Lahiru and Charroon’s Baptism 10am Mass

Jesus says to us: ‘Take care and be on your guard against greed and covetousness
for one’s life does not consist in possessions and wealth but in your heart of love’
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6th Aug Feast of the Transfiguration & Hiroshima - Prayer for nuclear disarmament
7th Aug Parish Pastoral Council meets at 7.15 for 7.30pm (Assisi Centre)

15th Aug Feast of the Assumption of Mary - Holy Day of Obligation Mass 12 & 7pm
31st Aug Patronal Feast of St Nicholas of Tolentino - Shared Meal after 10am Mass
7th Sept Diocesan Glastonbury Pilgrimage - ends with Mass at 3.30pm

11th Sept  Parish Finance Committee meets (on Zoom) at 7.30pm

HOLIDAY PERIOD BEGINS The schools are on holiday and it is an opportunity for
quality time together as families and friends. Keep our children safe and happy! |
wish all who can get away for a break a joyous and restful fime; for those not able
to get away, | hope you can have space and time to rest and be with family. The
origin of ‘holidays’ were the ‘Holy Days’' - may you all experience God's presence
and healing love during these coming weeks, and let the Mass be part of them.

CANCEL DEBT - CHOOSE HOPE IN THIS JUBILEE YEAR - A CAFOD CAMPAIGN Pope
Francis identified Debt Cancellation for the Developing World (especially for African
countries) as a vital element of the 2025 Jubilee of Hope celebrations. CAFOD is
pressing the UK government for action to address the Debt Crisis. Please sign up
and make your voice heard by emailing: cafod.org.uk/cancelthedebt or with the

link: www.action.cafod.org.uk/page/161357/petition/1

PROTECTING THE UNBORN AND THE ELDERLY SPUC (Society for the Protection
of the Unborn Child) has an important campaign in the light of recent decisions of
the House of Commons. MPs voted to allow women to abort their unborn child up
to birth for any reason, and to legalise assisted suicide. As Christians we need to
defend the 'Culture of Life’ in every aspect. If you want to be part of this campaign
“Every Life Matters’ please sign the postcards available today in the porch. You can
leave them in the basket and | will send them in together - to save postage.

SCRIPTURE SHARING GROUP We meet on Thursdays at 5.30-6.30pm: come & share
reflections, questions, insights on the Scripture Readings used at Mass on the
following Sunday: ideal for all of us, but especially for Lay Readers Ministers of the
Eucharist, and Catechists. Contact John Flannery (email: j.flannery@btinternet.com)
for the Zoom link.

s

L A HOUSE MASS IN YOUR HOUSE?

Because we are so widely spread out as a community, we have had several beau-
tiful Area Masses which have brought parishioners together in the area where they
live. Could you host one in your home? It does not need any complicated prepara-
tions, just a living room and a table. After such Masses we have simple refreshments
—no cooking!  Please contact Richard if you will host a Mass.

PATRONAL FEAST OF ST NICHOLAS OF TOLENTINO A little earlier than usual this year
because of the changed date of the Diocesan Glastonbury Pilgrimage, we will hold
on Sunday 31st August this Feast of Rededication to being (like St Nicholas) Good
News to the Poor, the Marginalised and to Creation. Please ring our diverse cultural
foods to share together after Mass, perhaps also with song and dance? Also please
wear national/cultural dress as we celebrate with joy our diversity united as one. We

Jesus says to us: ‘Take care and be on your guard against greed and covetousness
for one’s life does not consist in possessions and wealth but in your heart of love’
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also need a few volunteers to bake our ‘St Nicholas Bread’ - patterns and cutters
available - see Margaret. Let us make this Patronal Feast with this Jubilee Year of
Hope and the first Augustinian Pope.

DIOCESAN JUBILEE YEAR PILGRIMAGE TO GLASTONBURY On Sunday 7th September
all are invited to share our annual Pilgrimage in honour of ‘Our Lady of Hope'. It
begins at 11.00am with Rosary, followed by Adoration and Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation until 2.30pm (in the parish church). In the Abbey Grounds, the Jubilee Year of
Hope Procession from the Abbey to the Tor (11am-12.30pm); prayer for Healing in
the tented Healing Chapel (11.30-2.30pm); Rosary Procession from Abbey through
the town centre (1.45pm); concluding with Mass led by Bishop Bosco at 3.00pm.
Plenty of space in the Abbey grounds for a picnic.

ELECTION OF OUR PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL We are holding elections for all 12
members of our Parish Pastoral Council. Because we have had only 8 nominations,
we are delaying the election in the hope we can have more nominations in due
course. We are all called to share the ‘shepherding of Christ’ among His people
and His world. Giving time and energy to the work of the Parish Pastoral Council
(the main decision-making body in the parish and essential in developing a secure
future for our community) - this is part of sharing ‘the shepherding of Christ’. Please
seriously and prayerfully consider who might be called to this ministry in our parish.

THE VOCATION OF THE CATECHIST  Jesus taught, accompanied and formed his
disciples, making them ready for the Mission He was entrusting to them. This is what
our Catechists are called to do - teach, accompany and form a new generation of
‘missionary’ disciples. This begins with Children’s Liturgy of the Word (sadly every
fortnight rather than every Sunday), continues with preparing children and families
for First Eucharist and First Reconciliation, then info adolescence with calling our
young people to Confirmation in the Holy Spirit. Then there is the preparation of
parents for their children’s Baptism and adults seeking to become Catholic
Christians. And all this to form ‘missionary disciples proclaiming the Gospel and
changing the world. WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR HELP TO CONTINUE THIS FOUNDATION
WORK - THINK ABOUT SERVING IN THIS MINISTRY - YOU PARISH REALLY NEEDS YOU,

GREAT NEED FOR BLOOD DONATIONS - ESPECIALLY FROM BAME COMMUNITY
When you donate blood you could save up to 3 lives in 1 hour.

Info can be found on a few websites below:

ACTL partnership with NHSBT https://youtu.be/HzGIBjUfXplgsi=VNkm 9AIWVAEVPX

Disney Ironheart message about blood donation
https://youtu.be/DZNd3700-ng?si=8DH2GW7Tc4ucasuH

African Caribbean Leukaemia Trust website https://aclt.org/

NHS Blood and Transplant
https://www.blood.co.uk/why-give-blood/demand-for-different-blood-types/why-more-black-
blood-donors-are-needed/

LOURDES PRAYER INTENTIONS If you would like to;d like to send petitions to be
placed in the Grotto at Lourdes, for Mary’s intercession, please go to website:
Lourdes/Clifton Diocese and post them there. Or give them on paper to Paula
Murphy who is going as part of the pilgrimage.

Jesus says to us: ‘Take care and be on your guard against greed and covetousness
for one’s life does not consist in possessions and wealth but in your heart of love’
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