ST NICK’S PARISH WEEKLY BULLETIN 29TH JUNE 2025
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N\ Download this Bulletin from the Parish Website: www.tolentino.org.uk
Parish Priest - Rev Richard McKay (tel: 07779677370)
Catechesis: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) Caretaking of our buildings: Eddie Mgbheoduru
Safeguarding Reps: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) & Paul Bradshaw-Price
Parish Administration & Hall/Room Bookings: Astrid Fagon and Team (0117-909-0419)

FEAST OF SS PETER AND PAUL - FOUNDING APOSTLES

THE CROSS AND THE SWORD - STRANGE
PARTNERSHIP IN FOLLOWING CHRIST

Two such different people: the simple fish-
erman with many weaknesses and the
learned man of courage. Yet God called
them both to shape the Church forever. Pe-
ter with compassion and openness to
God'’s Spirit could hold the early community
in unity; Paul, fearless, able to dialogue with
Greek intellectuals and and simple pagans,
unafraid to forge a new reality, could go
where others feared or refused and
opened the world to God in Christ.

We need to be the Church of Peter and
Paul - at once compassionate, unifying,
and prophetic, courageous in building a
‘New Way of being Church'. They gave
their lives for Christ, martyred in Rome.

SUNDAY: MASS with Rite of Adult Cathechumen at 10.00am (Live-streamed)
MONDAY: Anniversary of the Dedication of Clifton Cathedral No liturgy
TUESDAY: St Oliver Plunkett, Bishop, last of the Reformation Martyrs No Liturgy
WEDNESDAY: School Mass for Feast of Ss Peter and Paul at 9.30am

THURSDAY: Feast of St Thomas the Apostle
Adoration af 11.30am Mass af 12.00 noon

FRIDAY: Adoration at 11.30am Mass at 12.00 noon

They cried out, ‘Lord give us that bread always’ Jesus replied - ‘| am the Bread of Life
Eat my flesh and drink my blood so that you may have my life and love in you’
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SATURDAY: St Anthony Mary Zaccharia, Priest
Adoration af 11.30am Mass af 12.00

Sacrament of Reconciliation : after Mass and 4.00-4,30pm

TODAY [1] We celebrate the Feast of Ss Peter and Paul - our founding
apostles and martyrs who witnessed to Christ by their missionary preaching
and the giving of their lives in Rome. Peter the compassionate Universal
Shepherd who knew his own weakness and Paul the courageous adventurer
for the Gospel who transformed the Church from a Jewish messianic sect to
the Universal (Catholic) Sacrament of God’s limitless love for all peoples. They
are the major patrons of our Diocese of Clifton.

[2] We rejoice to celebrate the Rite of Adult Catechumen with Lahiru who is
preparing to be baptised. We thank him for volunteering to manage the
Foodbank during Michael Conways absence due to iliness.

NEXT SUNDAY [1] We return to the green vestments of Ordinary Time with the
Fourteenth Sunday of the Year C. Ordinary Time celebrates the Jesus who
calls, encourages and forms His disciples - to send with Gospel of Peace and
the Healing love of Christ. WE too are His Disciples: called and then sent to raise
high the Cross of Christ before the gaze of the world. For the Cross is Love’s Victory
over hatred, Forgiveness for all brutality, Life overwhelming all that is death. The
Cross is not to be an ornament round our necks, but the power of love in our hearts
and the Gospel of Peace on our lips.

[2] Mass with the Catholic Handicapped Fellowship at 3.00pm - all welcome

DIOCESAN PRAYER The Diocese prays today for all our Hospital and Prison Chaplains
serving the broken, hurting and wounded on behalf of our Diocesan family..

PRAY FOR THIS WEEK'S PARISH MINISTRY OR MISSION We pray today for the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish Pastoral Council. The Co-Chairs of our PPC
are Marta Bolognani and Reagan D'Mello. It is elected by the parish
congregation and seeks to represent the diversity of our community. The
parish priest and Lay Pastoral Assistant are ex-officio members. It is the most
important decision-making body, reflecting the many and varied ‘voices’ of
of our parish family and offering leadership by word and example. It meets
approximately every 4-6 weeks. WE ARE SEEKING MORE NOMINATIONS OF
PEOPLE WILLING AND ABLE TO GIVE THE TIME AND ENERGY IUN SERVICE
LEADERSHIP OF OUR PARISH. Please contact PPC members with your ideas,
concerns and hopes for the parish community and its future development.
This is part of being a ‘synodal’ parish.

COLLECTIONS
GA: £10+ Loose £205.40+ Card Reader £0+ S.0O. £165.88 = £ 381.28- thanks

DATES FOR THE DIARY

3rd July Parish Pastoral Council meets at 7.30pm (Assisi Centre)

6th July Baptismal Sunday

10th July  Parish Finance Committee meets at 7.30pm (via Zoom)

11t July 25" Anniversary Mass of MSP’s 1st European Mission (Cathedral)

They cried out, ‘Lord give us that bread always’ Jesus replied - ‘| am the Bread of Life
Eat my flesh and drink my blood so that you may have my life and love in you’
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13th July Parish Safeguarding Sunday - at 10.00am Mass

18-20 July  National Quest Conference serving our LGBTQ+ friends & community.
27th July Rite of Election to Baptism at 10am Mass

3rd Aug Baptism & Confirmation of Lahiru and Charroon’s Baptism 10am Mass

SCRIPTURE SHARING GROUP We meet on Thursdays at 5.30-6.30pm: come & share
reflections, questions, insights on the Scripture Readings used at Mass on the
following Sunday: ideal for all of us, but especially for Lay Readers Ministers of the
Eucharist, and Catechists. Contact John Flannery (email: j.flannery@btinternet.com)
for the Zoom link.

i)

L A HOUSE MASS IN YOUR HOUSE?

Because we are so widely spread out as a community, we have had several beau-
tiful Area Masses which have brought parishioners together in the area where they
live. Could you host one in your home? It does not need any complicated prepara-
tions, just a living room and a table. After such Masses we have simple refreshments
—no cooking!  Please contact Richard if you will host a Mass.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES August 22nd to 29th The healing shrine of Mary
under the title of ‘The immaculate Conception’. Mary appeared to a young sick
child called Bernadette in one of the poorest parts of France - a frontier village in
the Pyrenees. Since then countless millions of pilgrims have flocked there, often
bringing sickness, depression and profound burdens - finding peace and strength
and often physical and emotional healing. For further details please go the dioce-
san website to find LOURDES/CLIFTON DIOCESE

ELECTION OF OUR PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL We are holding elections for all 12
members of our Parish Pastoral Council. Because we have had only 8 nominations,
we are delaying the election in the hope we can have more nominations in due
course. We are all called to share the ‘shepherding of Christ’ among His people
and His world. Giving time and energy to the work of the Parish Pastoral Council
(the main decision-making body in the parish and essential in developing a secure
future for our community) - this is part of sharing ‘the shepherding of Christ’. Please
seriously and prayerfully consider who might be called to this ministry in our parish.

CALLING SISTERS & BROTHERS WHO FEEL ALIENATED FROM THE CHURCH

There are so many who have been hurt by their experiences in the Catholic Church
and many reasons for that hurt. A particularly destructive hurt has been abuse es-
pecially by priests and religious. Yet Christ calls us to be a welcoming, safe and
healing community. Here at St Nick’s we seek to offer an unconditional welcome
and a safe and respectful place to be and to speak your voice. We seek to echo
the words of Jesus: ‘Come to me all you who labour and are burdened and | will
give you peace’. So we want to welcome you, be a community where you can if
you wish speak your pain, voice your hurt and anger, or just come and be. We un-
derstand that for many it is impossible to trust the Church again, and we do not ex-
pect or deserve that trust. But we do want to earn it and so offer to share your jour-
ney and make together the safe space that is your right. ‘Our community currently
includes those who have expressed some of their own experience of this particular
hurt. They, particularly, would like you to know: “If you come o see us you won't be

They cried out, ‘Lord give us that bread always’ Jesus replied - ‘| am the Bread of Life
Eat my flesh and drink my blood so that you may have my life and love in you’
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alone - it isn't easy but we do seek to journey together gently.”"We understand it
may be difficult for some to enter the Church. If you wish to make contact please
tell us what might help to make things easier for you.

THE VOCATION OF THE CATECHIST  Jesus taught, accompanied and formed his
disciples, making them ready for the Mission He was entrusting to them. This is what
our Catechists are called to do - teach, accompany and form a new generation of
‘missionary disciples. This begins with Children’s Liturgy of the Word (how sad that
we can only staff this every fortnight rather than every Sunday), continues with
preparing children and families for First Eucharist and First Reconciliation, then into
adolescence with calling our young people to Confirmation in the Holy Spirit. Then
there is the preparation of parents for their children’s Baptism and adults seeking to
become Catholic Christians. And all this to form ‘missionary disciples proclaiming
the Gospel and changing the world. WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR HELP TO CONTINUE
THIS FOUNDATION WORK - WILL YOU THINK ABOUT SERVING IN THESE AREAS OF
CATECHESIS - YOU PARISH REALLY NEEDS YOU, IS CALLING YOU TO THIS MINISTRY.

YOUTH MINISTRY FORMATION PROGRAMME

Are you called to guide young hearts in parishes to Jesus Christe If so, why not join
our youth ministry formation programme?2 This course is grounded in sacred
scripture and church teaching, including recent documents like Christus Vivit, along
with practical examples of different youth ministries.

These sessions will look at different topics such as accompaniment in the scriptures,
the role of young people in the church, different initiatives within our diocese
currently focusing on the youth and the culture of discernment among the young.
The course is to help those who accompany the young, by understanding the
significance of their role in the church and to bring each other closer to the Love of
Jesus Christ. There will be six online sessions on a Wednesday evening, 7.00pm -
8.30pm. The dates will be: 2 July, 9 July, 16 July, 23 July

If interested please email us at: adult.education@cliftondiocese.com and we will
send you an online Microsoft Teams link before each session.

NEWS FROM THE FOODBANK As some of you will know, Michael Conway'’s
health has deteriorated in recent months and has been off sick for some time. He
has recognised that while he loves the work and ministry of the FoodBank, he
physically is no longer able to continue as our Manager. With sadness we have to
let him go with our prayer for his healing and well-being. We thank him for his hard
work over the last couple of years, and offer him our support into the future. Please
pray for wisdom as we discern the future of the Foodbank and its management. We
are so grateful for our all volunteers to give so much time, energy and care to those
we serve, especially Lahiru who volunteered to be acting Manager for many moths.

COME AND CELEBRATE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MISSIONARIES OF ST PAUL OF
NIGERIA IN EUROPE - and it all began here at St Nicks with Fr Cosmas joining us on
very cold February day 25 years ago! Please come to Cliffon Cathedral on Friday
11th July at 6.00pm to celebrate without MSP friends and our Bishop Bosco. St Nicks
played a vital role in the beginning - now let us be there give thanks to god and
celebrate 25 years! | suspect Fr Cosmas will be there!
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