ST NICK’S PARISH WEEKLY BULLETIN

25TH MAY 2024

St Nicholas of Tolentino RC Church, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 ORE

/ 0"\; o\
/Y SN\
L . O
Q 7
S o
. %
| o = = |
(O 2
= =1
A ]
| 2 S

y |
QA o4
2 S,

N\ 45 .20 /

Priest’s Office, Assisi Centre, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 ORE tel: 07779677370
Parish Office, Assisi Centre, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 ORE tel: 0117-909-0419
(Office open: Monday-Friday 10am - 1.00pm)
‘Borderlands’ Charity Office: Assisi Centre, St Nicholas Church tel: 0117-904-0479

Parish email: bristol.stnicholasoftolentino@cliftondiocese.com

Fr Richard’s email: richard.mckay@cliftondiocese.com
Clifton Diocesan Website: www.cliftondiocese.com

Download this Bulletin from the Parish Website: www.tolentino.org.uk

Parish Priest - Rev Richard McKay (tel: 07779677370)

Catechesis: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) Caretaking of our buildings: Eddie Mgbheoduru
Safeguarding Reps: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) & Paul Bradshaw-Price
Parish Administration & Hall/Room Bookings: Astrid Fagon and Team (0117-909-0419)

SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER YEAR

LOVE IS HIS WORD ...AND HIS SPIRIT

Where is our ‘home’ - the house we live in? The
art of the world we come from? The heart of a
riend or a loved one?

Jesus says ‘Make the Word your home ... as God
makes you His home’. That does not mean mem-
orise the Bible (though we all need a better and
deeper knowledge of our Scriptures). It means
letting Jesus be our home - make His Heart, His
Mind, His Life, His Truth, His Way ... our home!
Because the Word is not just His words - but
Himself, the Eternal Word of the Father forever

sEoken into the void to create and redeem - and
the Word is Love, made flesh, tangible, touchable
in Jesus.

So, make Love your Home and you have made the
Word, Jesus, your Home ... and God has made you
His Home! And our ‘home place’ is where we can
truly be ourselves, with no masks that hide or
conceal; a ‘place’ where I can speak my heart and
know it will be heard and held reverently; a ‘place’
where I can grow and become, a ‘place’ where I
find and live my freedom. The Church is meant to
express that Home, that place of freedom, healing
and loving - the place ofJI?asus! Does it?

SUNDAY: Mass at 10.00am with Rite of Catechumen and Baptism (Live- streamed)

MONDAY St Philip Neri, priest, Foundrer of the Oratory (1515-15940 No liturgy
TUESDAY: St Augustine of Canterbury, Missionary Bishop to England (died 604
No Liturgy

WEDNESDAY: No Liturgy

If you keep my Word, my Father and I will love you and make our home with you. Do
not be afraid - my Father will send you another Advocate, the Holy Spirit
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THURSDAY: FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD, HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Adoration at 11.30am Mass at 12.00 noon
Adoration at 6.30am EVENING Mass at 7.00pm

NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT BEGINS

FRIDAY: Requiem Mass for Carol Loughlin RIP at 11.00am
Mass in Spanish at 6.00pm followed by bring and share refreshments

SATURDAY: The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Adoration at 11.30 Mass af 12.00 noon

Sacrament of Reconciliation after Mass and 4.00pm

TODAY [1 On the Sixth Sunday of Easter Year C we celebrate Jesus who promises to
send the Holy Spirit ‘the Advocate who will teach you everything'. Through the Holy
Spirit the father and the Son make their home in our hearts and lives- we are
‘tabernacles’ of God's presence! In Them we have that peace that the world
cannot give - only they can bring us ‘peace beyond all understanding’.
[2] We celebrate Baptism together with the Rite of Child Catechumen.

NEXT SUNDAY [1] With the Seventh Sunday of Easter Year C we are in
‘Ascensiontide’ - these days in the ‘Upper Room' of waiting and yearning for the
Holy Spirit to come afresh to renew the Church of our time in the power of
Pentecost. Jesus has returned to His Father, carrying with Him our humanity and
there praying for His disciples - for us the Church - and for our world. We too pray
that we will be one in heart and mind so completely that we will witnhess to the God
Who is Love - only our love can fruly witness to our God before our world.

[2] Our East Timorese Community with bring with song the Statue of Our Lady of
Fatima in the Offertory Procession. It is an invitation to prayer for peace in our world.
[8] We welcome Bibianne Castaneda who will make an Appeal for ‘Missio’ - the
Church’s world-wide Fund in support of Mission, especially in developing countries.
Please consider either taking a ‘Red Mission Box' or making a Standing Order to
support the Global Church’s Mission.

DIOCESAN PRAYER The Diocese prays today for Parishes in Communion for Mission
of St Luke and St Teresa, Wincanton, with Milbourne Port, Castle Carey and Bruton,
served by Fr Francis Eyo MSP and its communities.

PRAY FOR THIS WEEK'S PARISH MINISTRY OR MISSION We pray today for our Parish
Finance Committee, led by Akwa Orock our Chair and Armand our Parish
Treasurer. This committee has oversight of all income and expenditure,
seeking ways to increase our income and lessen our annual shortfall. All funds
in the parish are for the life and mission of our parish community here in the
inner city. If we do not increase the parish income we will run out of money to
enable the parish to thrive. If this were to happen we would be failing in the
Mission that God has entrusted to us among the poor and marginalised of
our Inner City. We seek to strengthen our Finance Committee - if able to join
us contact Richard - thank you.

COLLECTIONS

12/05/25 GA £90.00 + Loose £63.91 + Card Reader £ 2 + S.0. £165.88 = £238.79

18/05/25 GA £30.00 + Loose £285.91.+ Card Reader £4.31+ S.0. £165.88 = £486.10
Covenant with the poor £30.00

If you keep my Word, my Father and I will love you and make our home with you. Do
not be afraid - my Father will send you another Advocate, the Holy Spirit
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DATES FOR THE DIARY

29th May Feast of the Ascension of the Lord (HolyDay of Obligation)
30th May  Mass in Spanish at 6.00pm (presided by Fr Matt Anscombe)
31st May ‘Laudato Si' Day of Encounter at St Bonaventure’s Church

st June Appeal for Church’s ‘Missio’ Fund (Red Boxes)

7th June Joint Meeting of PPC, PFC, Legacy Group Emmaus 9.30-3.00pm
7th June  Vigil Mass of Pentecost at 8.00pm

8th June  SOLEMN FEAST OF PENTECOST - COME RENEWING SPIRIT, COME!
28th June  Community Stewards Meeting 1.00-2.00pm

3rd July Parish Pastoral Council meets at 7.30pm (Assisi Centre)

10th July Parish Finance Committee meets at 7.30pm (via Zoom)

AREA HOUSE MASS To gather parish members dispersed around Bristol, to bring
the Eucharist to the community and to build small local communities, we are hold-
ing regular Area Masses, After such Masses we have simple refreshments - tea/cof-
fee, biscuits (may be cake), but no more. Please contact Richard if you will host a

Mass. Any Volunteers for the next few Area Masses ? Please contact Richard

SCRIPTURE SHARING GROUP We meet on Thursdays at 5.30-6.30pm: come & share
reflections, questions, insights on the Scripture Readings used at Mass on the
following Sunday: ideal for all of us, but especially for Lay Readers Ministers of the
Eucharist, and Catechists. Contact John Flannery (email: j.flannery@btinternet.com)
for the Zoom link.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES August 22nd to 29th The healing shrine of Mary
under the title of ‘The immaculate Conception’. Mary appeared to a young sick
child called Bernadette in one of the poorest parts of France - a frontier village in
the Pyrenees. Since then countless millions of pilgrims have flocked there, often
bringing sickness, depression and profound burdens - finding peace and strength
and often physical and emotional healing. For further details please go the dioce-
san website to find LOURDES/CLIFTON DIOCESE

DIOCESAN CELEBRATION OF THE JUBILEE OF HOPE = We are invited to this special
event with Bishop Bosco at Downside Abbey and School on Saturday 19th July.
There will be three keynote speakers and a full programme for children and young
people (from 3-15 years)._Full details: Jubilee Celebration of Hope | Cliffton Diocese

Register via the link: www.jubileedayofhope.eventbrite.co.uk

ELECTION OF OUR PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL We are holding elections for all 12
members of our Parish Pastoral Council. Because we have had only 8 nominations,
we are delaying the election in the hope we can have more nominations in due
course. We are all called to share the ‘shepherding of Christ’ among His people
and His world. Giving time and energy to the work of the Parish Pastoral Council
(the main decision-making body in the parish and essential in developing a secure
future for our community) - this is part of sharing ‘the shepherding of Christ’. Please
seriously and prayerfully consider who might be called to this ministry in our parish.

CALLING SISTERS & BROTHERS WHO FEEL ALIENATED FROM THE CHURCH

There are so many who have been hurt by their experiences in the Catholic Church
and many reasons for that hurt. A particularly destructive hurt has been abuse es-
pecially by priests and religious. Yet Christ calls us to be a welcoming, safe and
healing community. Here at St Nick’s we seek to offer an unconditional welcome

If you keep my Word, my Father and I will love you and make our home with you. Do
not be afraid - my Father will send you another Advocate, the Holy Spirit
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and a safe and respectful place to be and to speak your voice. We seek to echo
the words of Jesus: ‘Come to me all you who labour and are burdened and | will
give you peace’. So we want to welcome you, be a community where you can if
you wish speak your pain, voice your hurt and anger, or just come and be. We un-
derstand that for many it is impossible to trust the Church again, and we do not ex-
pect or deserve that trust. But we do want to earn it and so offer to share your jour-
ney and make together the safe space that is your right. ‘Our community currently
includes those who have expressed some of their own experience of this particular
hurt. They, particularly, would like you to know: “If you come to see us you won't be
alone - it isn't easy but we do seek to journey together gently.”"We understand it
may be difficult for some to enter the Church. If you wish to make contact please
tell us what might help to make things easier for you.

MASS IN SPANISH - FRIDAY 30th MAY AT 6.00pm We welcome the Latin
American Society as they celebrate Mass here at St Nick's. Fr Matt
Anscorgl]be will preside. You are invited to bring food and drink to share af-
terwards.

MISA LATINOAMERICANA - VIERNES 30 de Mayo, 6.00pm Inglesia San Nicolas
de Tolentino, Seguido las misa tendremos un convivo. Por favor traer comida
y bebida para compartir. Presidira Padre Matt Anscombe

THE VOCATION OF THE CATECHIST  Have you ever thought of offering to help with
Catechesis in our parishe We need more people to be wiling to help in this area.
Support and training will be made available. The Catechesis of our children is an
essential building block of our and every parish community. Our diocesan Adult
Education Department writes: ‘We need more people to consider this important
role in our church, so please consider joining this on-line information session on
Monday 23rd June at 7.00pm’ Mary Hopper would love to hear from you if you are
willing to consider serving the children of our parish in this way. To join this on-line

session, email adult.education@cliftondiocese.com and you will be sent the link.

LAUDATO SI CLIFTON - Saturday 31st May 10.30am-4.00pm at St Bonaventure’s
Perhaps the greatest legacy of Pope Francis will prove to be this great Encyclical

and its challenge to simplify our life-style in order to heal our planet and assure
justice for the poorest of our world. Come and encounter its vision and teaching,
and meet those in the diocese who are dedicated to spreading the message of
Laudato Si and putting it intfo practice. At St Bonaventure's Church, Egerton Road,
Bristol BS7 8HP - parking available. Bring and share lunch.

Contact Sue Ingham: suingham@gmail.com or mob 07856466950

DO YOU HAVE A ROOM TO LET? Room needed from June 2nd, Mondays and
Tuesdays, for a British Telecom employee who will be working in Bristol two days a
week. He is a Venezuelan and a practising Catholic with a reference from his parish
priest in London.

If you keep my Word, my Father and I will love you and make our home with you. Do
not be afraid - my Father will send you another Advocate, the Holy Spirit
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