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FOURTH  SUNDAY of EASTER YEAR C - GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 

SUNDAY: Mass at 10.00am for our new 
Pope Leo XIV (Live- streamed)          	 	
	  
MONDAY St Nereus and Achilleus, St Pancras martyrs   No liturgy 

TUESDAY: Our Lady of Fatima No Liturgy- Rosary Prayer for peace in our world  

WEDNESDAY:     No Liturgy  

THURSDAY:    St Mathias, Apostle  Adoration 11.30am    Mass at 12.00 noon 

FRIDAY:          Adoration 11.30am     Mass at 12.00noon 

SATURDAY:     Adoration at 11.30 	       Mass at 12.00 noon 
                               Sacrament of Reconciliation after Mass and 4.00pm 

TODAY [1 The Fourth Sunday of Easter Year C celebrates Jesus the Good Shepherd, 
the One who calls us by name, keeps us safe, nourishes us with Bread of Life, 

We give thanks to God for our new Pope Leo XIV - Holy Spirit fill him with wisdom 
and courage as he leads our Catholic community and shows Christ to our world! 

     CALLED TO BE A SHEPHERD - ME?
Jesus  is  the  Shepherd,  the  Pope  is  a  shepherd, 
Bishop Bosco and the priests are shepherds - not 
me, Lord, surely?

And Jesus says - be shepherds to one another. You 
are all equal, My sisters and brothers; you are all 
My disciples, all members of My Body. I have giv-
en you all My Spirit and in thatSpirit you are all 
gifted for mission and ministry, you are all called 
and gifted to be witnesses to My Risen Life, all 
servants of the New World that is My Kingdom, 
all shepherds guiding, healing, nurturing My world 
and  each other. My whole Church is Shepherd in 
the midst of the world - or it is not My Body!

All I ask you is - dare to love! Like Peter, love Me 
and  then  I  can  be  Shepherd  in  you  as  well  as 
Shepherd to you. Love each other and My Church 
will be a shepherd community in the midst of our 
broken  world.  Know  your  calling  -  you  are  all 
called  to  Shepherds,  Servants,  Lovers  and  Life-
givers!
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gathers us in unity with all our sisters and brothers – so that we can be shepherds to 
the world in His Name and the power of His Holy Spirit. In the Jubilee Year of Hope 
he sends us as Pilgrims and Shepherds to bring the Hope and Vision of a new kind of 
world – a world of justice and freedom, of equality and peace – to bring that Vision 
into reality for all creation. Will we be faithful to our mission? 
[2}  This is GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY - Day of Prayer for Vocations	  We are asked 
to pray for a deepened sense of vocation in each of our lives and parish communi-
ty. All of us has a unique vocation from God; called to proclaim the Good News 
and serve the Kingdom of Justice, Love and Peace; called to care for our planet, 
healing the abuse of our good Earth, that future generations can thrive. Vocations 
to marriage, to ordained ministries and to the religious life are all necessary to the 
mission of God’s Church. Pray also for new expressions of ordained ministry! 

NEXT SUNDAY [1]  Although this is Fifth Sunday of Easter, it is also First Eucharist 
Sunday for eight of our children. The readings are therefore not of the Sunday, but 
specially chosen to help us and our children reflect of the ‘inestimable gift’ (words 
of Pope John Paul II at Cardiff) of the Eucharist. We all really need the (at least) 
weekly food of the Eucharist to keep us rooted in Christ and find the energy and 
vision for the mission he has entrusted to us. Coming together weekly as a 
community to share the Word of Life and the Body and Blood of Jesus is essential 
and live-streaming cannot substitute for this. We need to be physically together, 
sharing Communion in order to build our community of Prayer and Mission. Let us 
not slip into the practice of coming just once or twice a month (unless of course 
work patterns prohibit weekly attendance). And if work does stop us coming some 
Sundays - try to come to a weekday Mass that particular week, in order to be fed 
by Christ and the the community that is the Body of Christ. 
[2]	 Please pray for our eight children and their families - especially the children 
with special needs and the familIes that love and care for them. Our children with 
special needs are indeed - just that SPECIAL - A SPECIAL GIFT TO OUR COMMUNITY!  
	  
DIOCESAN PRAYER The Diocese prays today for Parish in Communion for Mission of 
St George, Warminster, served (from Salisbury) by Fr Anthony Paris, and its 
community. 

PRAY FOR THIS WEEK’S PARISH MINISTRY OR MISSION We pray today for the Ministry 
of our Children’s Liturgy of the Word Leaders, who Sunday by Sunday seek to 
explore the Gospel in a way appropriate for our children 4-8 years old. With the 
guidance of Mary Hopper, our CLOW leaders work in pairs on a 4/5 week rota. This 
Ministry is a very important foundation for later catechesis (First Eucharist, 
Reconciliation etc), as well as building up community among our children - the 
‘little church’. Unfortunately we now have so few CLOW leaders available that we 
can only provide CLOW every 2 weeks. Would you help us to provide this every 
week by volunteering to work with our children, please contact Mary - more 
volunteers are urgently needed. 
COLLECTIONS - LAST SUNDAY  
G.A.Env: £35.00 + Loose £84.27+ Card Reader £103.23 +S.O. £165.88 = £388.38 

DATES FOR THE DIARY   
14th May	 Ashley Churches Together Serving (ACTS) meet at 12.30pm 
15th May	 Parish Finance Committee meets at 7.30pm 
17th May     Celebration of Marriage and family Life Mass 12 noon at Cathedral 

We give thanks to God for our new Pope Leo XIV - Holy Spirit fill him with wisdom 
and courage as he leads our Catholic community and shows Christ to our world! 
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18th May     First Eucharist Sunday at 10.00am 
20th May	 National Day of Prayer for Survivors of Abuse - Mass at 6.30pm  
29th May     Feast of the Ascension of the Lord (HolyDay of Obligation) 
31st May	 ‘Laudato Si’ Day of Encounter at St Bonaventure’s Church 
7th June      Vigil Mass of Pentecost at 8.00pm 
9th June      SOLEMN FEAST OF PENTECOST - COME RENEWING SPIRIT, COME! 
	   
AREA HOUSE MASS	 To gather parish members dispersed around Bristol, to bring 
the Eucharist to the community and to build small local communities, we are hold-
ing regular Area Masses, After such Masses we have simple refreshments - tea/cof-
fee, biscuits (may be cake), but no more. Please contact Richard if you will host a 
Mass.  Any Volunteers for the next few Area Masses ? Please contact Richard 

SCRIPTURE SHARING GROUP    We meet on Thursdays at 5.30-6.30pm: come & share 
reflections, questions, insights on the Scripture Readings used at Mass on the 
following Sunday: ideal for all of us, but especially for Lay Readers Ministers of the 
Eucharist, and Catechists. Contact John Flannery (email: j.flannery@btinternet.com) 
for the Zoom link. 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES	 August 22nd to 29th The healing shrine of Mary 
under the title of ‘The immaculate Conception’. Mary appeared to a young sick 
child called Bernadette in one of the poorest parts of France - a frontier village in 
the Pyrenees. Since then countless millions of pilgrims have flocked there, often 
bringing sickness, depression and profound burdens - finding peace and strength 
and often physical and emotional healing. For further details please go the dioce-
san website to find LOURDES/CLIFTON DIOCESE 

MASS CELEBRATING MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE	 Bishop Bosco invites all families to 
come and share this mass on Saturday 17th May at 12noon. All celebrating particu-
lar Wedding Anniversaries are especially invited - please let Richard or the Parish Of-
fice know if you are celebrating 25th, 40th, 50th or even 60th anniversaries and if 
you let us have your address you will receive a individual invitation to the Mass.  

DIOCESAN CELEBRATION OF THE JUBILEE OF HOPE	   We are invited to this special 
event with Bishop Bosco at Downside Abbey and School on Saturday 19th July. 
There will be three keynote speakers and a full programme for children and young 
people (from 3-15 years). Full details: Jubilee Celebration of Hope | Clifton Diocese 
Register via the link: www.jubileedayofhope.eventbrite.co.uk  

ELECTION OF OUR PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL	 We are holding elections for all 12 
members of our Parish Pastoral Council. Because we have had only 8 nominations, 
we are delaying the election in the hope we can have more nominations in due 
course. We are all called to share the ‘shepherding of Christ’ among His people 
and His world. Giving time and energy to the work of the Parish Pastoral Council 
(the main decision-making body in the parish and essential in developing a secure 
future for our community) - this is part of sharing ‘the shepherding of Christ’. Please 
seriously and prayerfully consider who might be called to this ministry in our parish. 

CONDOLENCES RECEIVED - THANK YOU!	 The parish has received many messages 
of condolence and assurances of prayer on the occasion of the death of Pope 
Francis - other church traditions as well as the Synagogue and our Muslim friends. 
This is a testimony to the impact of Francis on our world - thank you for your prayer! 

We give thanks to God for our new Pope Leo XIV - Holy Spirit fill him with wisdom 
and courage as he leads our Catholic community and shows Christ to our world! 
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR SURVIVORS OF ABUSE - TUESDAY 20TH MAY 

CALLING SISTERS & BROTHERS WHO FEEL ALIENATED FROM THE CHURCH 
There are so many who have been hurt by their experiences in the Catholic 
Church and many reasons for that hurt. A particularly destructive hurt has 
been abuse especially by priests and religious. Yet Christ calls us to be a wel-
coming, safe and healing community. Here at St Nick’s we seek to offer an 
unconditional welcome and a safe and respectful place to be and to speak 
your voice. We seek to echo the words of Jesus: ‘Come to me all you who 
labour and are burdened and I will give you peace’. So we want to wel-
come you, be a community where you can if you wish speak your pain, 
voice your hurt and anger, or just come and be. We understand that for 
many it is impossible to trust the Church again, and we do not expect or de-
serve that trust. But we do want to earn it and so offer to share your journey 
and make together the safe space that is your right. ‘Our community current-
ly includes those who have expressed some of their own experience of this 
particular hurt. They, particularly, would like you to know:  “If you come to see 
us you won’t be alone - it isn’t easy but we do seek to journey together gen-
tly.”We understand it may be difficult for some to enter the Church. If you 
wish to make contact please tell us what might help to make things easier for 
you. 

THE VOCATION OF THE CATECHIST	 Have you ever thought of offering to help with 
Catechesis in our parish? We need more people to be willing to help in this area. 
Support and training will be made available. The Catechesis of our children is an 
essential building block of our and every parish community. Our diocesan Adult 
Education Department writes: ‘We need more people to consider this important 
role in our church, so please consider joining this on-line information session on 
Monday 23rd June at 7.00pm’ Mary Hopper would love to hear from you if you are 
willing to consider serving the children of our parish in this way. To join this on-line 
session, email adult.education@cliftondiocese.com and you will be sent the link. 

LAUDATO SI CLIFTON - Saturday 31st May 10.30am-4.00pm at St Bonaventure’s 
Perhaps the greatest legacy of Pope Francis will prove to be this great Encyclical 
and its challenge to simplify our life-style in order to heal our planet and assure 
justice for the poorest of our world. Come and encounter its vision and teaching, 
and meet those in the diocese who are dedicated to spreading the message of 
Laudato Si and putting it into practice. At St Bonaventure’s Church, Egerton Road, 
Bristol BS7 8HP - parking available. Bring and share lunch.  
Contact Sue Ingham: suingham@gmail.com or mob 07856466950

This year’s Day of Prayer for Survivors of Abuse is Tuesday 20th May 2025. 
This year’s focus is on the theme of “The Empty Chair”. Many of us are saddened 
by reducing numbers in our churches. This is happening for a wide variety of 
reasons, but our thoughts are on those who are not there because they have 
suffered abuse in a church setting and cannot face being here. They may be the 
families or friends of survivors. They may be former members of a community 
affected by allegations or convictions for abuse. They may be people who are 
simply so disgusted or ashamed by what they have heard about abuse within the 
Church that they no longer want to be part of it. All these groups and others are 
represented by “The Empty Chair”.

We give thanks to God for our new Pope Leo XIV - Holy Spirit fill him with wisdom 
and courage as he leads our Catholic community and shows Christ to our world! 
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