
  ST NICK’S PARISH WEEKLY BULLETIN                                                 23RD MARCH 2025

St Nicholas of Tolentino RC Church,  Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 0RE 
Priest’s Office, Assisi Centre, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 0RE tel: 07779677370  

Parish Office, Assisi Centre, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 0RE tel: 0117-909-0419 
    (Office open:  Monday-Friday 10am - 1.00pm)	  

‘Borderlands’ Charity Office: Assisi Centre, St Nicholas Church tel: 0117-904-0479  
Parish email: bristol.stnicholasoftolentino@cliftondiocese.com 

  Fr Richard’s email: richard.mckay@cliftondiocese.com   
Clifton Diocesan Website:  www.cliftondiocese.com 

Download this Bulletin from the Parish Website:  www.tolentino.org.uk  
Parish Priest - Rev Richard McKay  (tel: 07779677370)    

Catechesis: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) Caretaking of our buildings: Eddie Mgbeoduru 
Safeguarding Reps: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) & Paul Bradshaw-Price 

Parish Administration & Hall/Room Bookings: Astrid Fagon and Team (0117-909-0419) 

THIRD  SUNDAY of LENT YEAR A & St Oscar Arnulfo Romero 

SUNDAY: Mass at 10.00am with Celebration of St Oscar Romero, Martyr for Justice 
                      (live-streamed)      STATIONS OF THE CROSS at 12.30pm 
	 	  
MONDAY Feast of St Oscar Romero, Bishop and Martyr for Justice (died 1980)      
                 No Liturgy  

TUESDAY   FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 
                  Adoration at 6.00pm       Mass at 6.30pm 
  

Jesus said to the Woman of Samaria, and to us: ‘If only you knew what God is        
offering, you would ask me to give you Living Water, to well up within you’

      MISSION IMPOSSIBLE!

 What on earth is  He doing? No self-respecting Jewish 
‘holy man’ or rabbi would venture into Samaritan country: 
they are the hated enemy and for sure God had no time 
for them. They had destroyed the unity of the nation, of 
the People of God some 6oo years earlier - and we and 
God have long memories! They are outside the concern of 
God!

And it gets worse: he is speaking to a woman - in public! A 
Samaritan woman! Even drinking from her cup! And what 
a reputation she has! Just goes to show this young rabbi 
knows nothing and is ‘beyond the pale’. Like her, he is a 
disgrace!

To go the excluded of the excluded - to descend into the 
pit of condemnation: this is Divine Love, this reveals the 
true nature of God. Not possessive or precious about ‘rit-
ual purity’, seeming holiness, but passionate to bring love 
to the loveless, to gather in the most excluded and reveal 
them to the world as ‘closest to the Father’s heart’!

‘To the lost Christ shows His face; to the unloved He 
gives His embrace; to those who cry in pain or dis-
grace,  Christ  makes,  with  his  friends,  a  touching 
place!’

mailto:bristol.stnicholasoftolentino@cliftondiocese.com
mailto:richard.mckay@cliftondiocese.com
http://www.cliftondiocese.com
http://www.cliftondiocese.com
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WEDNESDAY: No Liturgy 

THURSDAY: Adoration at 12.00 noon        Mass at 12.30pm (NB Change of time) 

FRIDAY:   Adoration at 11.30am	       Mass at 12 noon  

SATURDAY: Adoration at 11.30 	   Service of Word and Communion at 12.00 noon 	  
                                Sacrament of Reconciliation 4.00pm only 

TODAY [1]With the Third Sunday of Lent  we celebrate Jesus who breaks the rules 
and boundaries of his culture to bring God’s love to the lonely Samaritan woman, 
this rejected one. Jesus reaches out with liberating love to the most marginalised 
and scorned of people - will we do the same? 
[2]	 We mark also the 45th Anniversary of the Martyrdom of St Oscar Romero during 
our Mass - by listening to the cries of the poor, he found healing and a new 
courage becoming the great 20th century Prophet of Justice and Peace. He spoke 
truth to corrupt and oppressive power, and gave his life for the poorest. Let us be 
inspired by his witness and seek to live with the same courage. 
[3]	 STATIONS OF THE CROSS at (approx) 12.15pm - after a break after Mass for 
refreshments with a Latin American flavour, let us make this Lenten Pilgrimage, our 
journeying with Jesus the Way of the Cross in our contemporary world - holding our 
suffering world. This week’s Stations will be offered for Justice and Peace and mark 
the 45th Anniversary of the Martyrdom of St Oscar Romero of El Salvador 

NEXT SUNDAY [1]   On the Fourth Sunday of Lent (known as ‘Laetare’ or ‘joyful’ 
Sunday) we hear the great Gospel of the healing of the man born blind at the Pool 
of Siloam. Yet again we are drawn to reflect upon the gift of our Baptism that heals 
our inner blindness and open the eyes of or heart to the wonder of God’s love for us 
and the New Life he gives us. Jesus sends us to proclaim this Good News of Light! 
[2]   STATIONS OF THE CROSS at (approx) 12.15pm - after a break after Mass for 
refreshments with a Latin American flavour, let us make this Lenten Pilgrimage, our 
journeying with Jesus the Way of the Cross in our contemporary world - holding our 
suffering world. This week’s Stations will be offered for ‘Ecological Conversion’ - to 
bring to an end the abuse and exploitation of our planet and its creatures. 
[3]	 Retiring Collection for the Priests’ Retirement Fund -  please be as generous as 
possible to those who have served God’s people for so many years - thank you  
	  
DIOCESAN PRAYER The Diocese prays today for Parishes in Communion for Mission 
of Holy Family, Swindon and St Joseph’s, Wroughton, served by Fr Namdi Isidore 
Obi, Parish Administrators Estela Carvalho and Victoria Sadler and all their 
communities. 

PRAY FOR THIS WEEK’S PARISH MINISTRY OR MISSION We pray for our Live-streaming 
Team, co-ordinated by Reagan d’Mello. Started during Covid when no-one could 
come to Mass, it has been continued to enable those unable to attend for 
whatever reason to participate from a distance, be nourished by prayer, praise, the 
Word of God and Spiritual Communion. We have friends from different part of UK as 
well as New Zealand, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Cameroon, Caribbean, USA and Canada 
that join us. And often weddings and funerals are live-streamed. This is a ministry of 
Evangelisation through the Internet. We are always looking for volunteers to be 
trained to live-stream and join the rota for Sundays and if possible be available for 
the occasional weekday. Please contact Reagan. 

Jesus said to the Woman of Samaria, and to us: ‘If only you knew what God is        
offering, you would ask me to give you Living Water, to well up within you’
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COLLECTIONS  
G.A.Env: £20.00 + Loose £140.05 + Card Reader £152.38 +S.O. £165.88 = £478.31 
Covenant with the Poor £4.00 CAFOD £121.00 Zimbabwean Mass £123.51 thanks! 

DATES FOR THE DIARY   
23rd March  Parish Celebration of St Oscar Romero at 10.00am Mass  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 and Stations of the Cross at 12.30pm 
24th March Feast of St Oscar Romero of El Salvador - Prophet of Justice 
30th March  'Mothering Sunday' 
4th April   Pre-Baptismal Course Session One for Parents at 6.30pm (Assisi Ctre) 
5th April    Reconciliation Service including First Reconciliation at 2.00pm 
5th April   Lenten Day of Retreat on ‘Reconciliation - Sacrament of Hope’ at St 
Bernadette’s School 9.30-3.30pm 
6th April   Rite of Child Catechumen at 10am Mass 
10th April   Area Diocesan Service of Reconciliation at St Francis Nailsea 7pm 
11th April   Pre-Baptismal Course Session Two for Parents at 6.30pm (Assisi Ctre)  
13th April PALM SUNDAY - HOLY WEEK BEGINS 
             Blessing & Procession of Palms and Mass begins in the school at 10am 
16th April  Mass of the Chrism at Clifton Cathedral at 11.00am - all invited 
17th April  MAUNDY THURSDAY -  Tenebrae Morning Prayer at 9.00am 
                               Mass of the Last Supper at 7.30pm followed by Watching until 
midnight 
18th April  GOOD FRIDAY   Tenebrae Morning Prayer at 9.00am 
                                 Open-Air Ecumenical Stations of the Cross at 11.00am 
                                 SOLEMN LITURGY OF THE PASSION at 3.00pm 
19th April  HOLY SATURDAY - Tenebrae Morning Prayer at 9.30am 
                                 SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL at 9.00pm 
20th April EASTER SUNDAY - THE LORD IS RISEN ALLELUIA! 
                                   SOLEMN DAY MASS OF EASTER at 10.00am 
18th May  First Eucharist Sunday at 10.00am 

LENT - A CALL TO SACRIFICE, A CALL TO RECOMITMENT, THE CALL OF JESUS  Every 
Lent is a ‘Springtime’ of growth and renewal - a time for self-awareness, for change, 
for growth in Christ - A PRIVILEGED TIME OF GRACE.  In communion with Pope Fran-
cis we seek to be a People of HOPE, of simplicity and humility, a People of the ‘Joy 
of the Gospel’. Seek and find more of God, open to the embrace of His love. You 
and I need this Lent - to develop as a community of prayer, a community of unity 
and healing, a community of mission, a  community of Love! truly dis ciples in God’s 
Family! You need the parish this Lent - and the parish needs you! 
SO WILL YOU EMBRACE THE DISCIPLINE OF LENT, GIVE TIME AND ENERGY TO MAKE 
THIS A TIME OF RENEWAL FOR YOURSELF, YOUR PARISH AND YOUR COMMUNITY?  Let 
us together make this a Season filled with ‘the Joy of the Gospel’, drawing closer to 
God,  especially in the Eucharist and the intimacy of prayer,  drawing closer to-
gether as a servant community. We will then be a People of Hope for our world.  

JOURNEY OF FAITH 2025   We meet in the Assisi Centre at 5.30pm each Thursday. This 
group explores our Catholic Christian Faith both for those thinking about becoming 
Catholics and for Catholics who wish a renewal or deeper understanding of their 
faith. This includes adult Catholics who have not yet been confirmed in the Holy 
Spirit. Please contact Richard or Mary for more information or just come along! 
	   

Jesus said to the Woman of Samaria, and to us: ‘If only you knew what God is        
offering, you would ask me to give you Living Water, to well up within you’
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AREA HOUSE MASS	 To gather parish members dispersed around Bristol, to bring 
the Eucharist to the community and to build small local communities, we are hold-
ing regular Area Masses, After such Masses we have simple refreshments - tea/cof-
fee, biscuits (may be cake), but no more. Please contact Richard if you will host a 
Mass.  Any Volunteers for the next few Area Masses ? Please contact Richard 

SCRIPTURE SHARING GROUP    We meet on Thursdays at 5.30-6.30pm: come & share 
reflections, questions, insights on the Scripture Readings used at Mass on the 
following Sunday: ideal for all of us, but especially for Lay Readers Ministers of the 
Eucharist, and Catechists. Contact John Flannery (email: j.flannery@btinternet.com) 
for the Zoom link. 

SHORT TALKS ON YOUTUBE	 These talks have resumed. We continue the theme 
of prayer - reflecting on different ways of praying. Our next YouTube will be on 
‘Praying the Stations of the Cross - walking with the suffering Christ of the 21st Cen-
tury’ 

LENT - A TIME FOR RENEWAL AND REPENTANCE   
[1]	 Lenten Retreat day to reflect upon & experience Reconciliation as the 
Sacrament of Hope. 5th April at St Bernadette’s Catholic Secondary School, Bristol. 
Speakers are Fr. Brendan Callaghan SJ and Margaret & Barry Mizen. The day will 
provide conversation & reflection. We will finish with a Service of Reconciliation & 
the opportunity for individual confession with Bishop Bosco & priests from around 
the diocese. Refreshments from 9.30am, please bring a packed lunch, our day will 
end by 3.30pm. To register for the day, please click on the Eventbrite link: https://
embracingthemercyofgod.eventbrite.co.uk All are welcome! 
[2]	 Services of Reconciliation with Bishop Bosco around the diocese	 I t i s a n 
ancient custom for a Bishop to celebrate Liturgy in different parts of his Diocese 
during Lent - sometimes called ‘Lenten Station Liturgies’. Bishop Bosco will preside at 
the Service of Reconciliation for our area on Thursday April 10th at St Francis of 
Assisi Church, Ash Hayes Road, Nailsea, BS48 2LP - all encouraged to attend. Other 
Services around the diocese can be found on the poster in the porch. 

LENTEN-EASTER COURSE - A JOURNEY OF HOPE	    We are ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ as we 
journey through this Jubilee Year of Hope, proclaimed by Pope Francis for the 
whole Church. Our diocese has encouraged us to use ‘We dare to Hope’ - a re-
source for faith-sharing groups on the Jubilee theme of Hope. Lent is a time to re-
flect more, prayer more, and do more so that the Gospel can renew our lives in 
Christ. There will be a ‘We Dare to Hope’ Course  10am to 11.30am, followed by 
Mass at 12 noon on Saturday mornings 22nd March, 12th & 26th April.  

CAFOD-ROMERO TRUST PILGRIMAGE TO EL SALVADOR	 This year marks the 45th 
Anniversary of the assassination of St Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, 
while he was celebrating Mass. A Martyr for Justice! There is a Pilgrimage to El Sal-
vador organised by CAFOD/Romero Trust from November 10-20th 2025. Richard will 
be going on this Pilgrimage. The cost including all flights will be approximately 
£2,300. If anyone is interested in participating, I can give more information.  

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES	 August 22nd to 29th The healing shrine of Mary 
under the title of ‘The immaculate Conception’. Mary appeared to a young sick 
child called Bernadette in one of the poorest parts of France - a frontier village in 
the Pyrenees. Since then countless millions of pilgrims have flocked there, often 
bringing sickness, depression and profound burdens - finding peace and strength 
and often physical and emotional healing. For further details please go the dioce-
san website to find LOURDES/CLIFTON DIOCESE

Jesus said to the Woman of Samaria, and to us: ‘If only you knew what God is        
offering, you would ask me to give you Living Water, to well up within you’
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