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THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF YEAR B - Safeguarding Sunday

JESUS FLYING ON CLOUDS???

Darkness - a world and a universe
faling apart - and then comes Je-
sus breaking through the darkness
with Glory!

Jesus uses imagery from the prevail-
ing non-scientific world view to
speak of the utter Cosmic signifi-
cance of His transforming presence
in the world’s history. It makes no
sense to our modern scientific world
view to picture Jesus fIyin? around

on clouds with hundreds of angels!

But it does make sense to speak of
the power of fransforming love that
Jesus unleashes by His death and
Resurrection and the outpouring of
that Love in the Holy Spirit at Pen-
tecost - a Love and Life empower-
ing His disciples, His Church to be
agents of Divine fransformation
and change. We are to build a
new future in the loving power of
the Spirit, to be co-workers with the
SUNDAY: Mass at 10.00 a.m Risen Lord among us and within us

i + : in order to ‘renew the face of the
Mass with the LGBTQ+ community at 3.00pm Earth’ Indeed Josus s of Cosmic

. importance and the power we
MONDAY: No Liturgy have will fransform all Creation!

TUESDAY Adoration at 6.00pm
Service of Word and Eucharist at 6.30 pm
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WEDNESDAY: Day of Prayer for Persecuted Christians
Adoration at 6.00pm  Service of Word and Eucharist at 6.30pm

THURSDAY: Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Adoration at 11.30, Mass at 12.00

Those who live the Gospel ‘will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, and those
who have instructed others in virtue, as bright as the stars for all eternity’
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FRIDAY: St Cecilia, Virgin Martyr, Patron of Music
Adoration at 6.00 Mass at 6.30

SATURDAY: St Clement, Pope & Martyr and St Columbanus, Celtic Missionary Monk
Adoration at 11.30 Requiem Mass for Theresa & John RIP at 12.00 noon

TODAY [1] The 339 Sunday of YearB [I] Jesus calls us to ‘read the signs
of the times’ and so discover what God is asking us who are Jesus’ disciples in
our contemporary world. We are in a ‘time of distress’, when old certainties
no longer hold any authority and ‘the powers of heaven are shaken. Yet out
of the crises (and there are many) a new world can emerge, if we act deci-
sively and urgently to heal our planet and save future generations from glo-
bal disasters. Will we read the ‘signs of the times’ and act in the name of Je-
SUs¢e

2] It is ‘Safeguarding Sunday’ when we pray for the work of Safeguarding our
children and vulnerable adults; we pray too for the victims/survivors of abuse, es-
pecially by members of the Church - pray that we may have the love and courage
to listen to their voices, however uncomfortable or painful that listening becomes.
[8] Meeting with our Young Adults (18+) at University or work after mass

[4] Mass with the LGBTQ+ community & friends at 3.00pm - all are very welcome.

NEXT SUNDAY  Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King
[1] This Feast on the final Sunday of our Liturgical Year celebrates the goal of

our Mission and the purpose of our lives: to enthrone Jesus Christ as King of
our own lives, of our Church, our world - yes and even our Universe! The Son
of God is the origin of all creation and the goal towards our Universe is evolv-
ing until all creation is reconciled, united in His Body. The Church is called to
be the Sacrament and Servant of this transformation of all Creation into the
Glorious Body of Christ. We and the Church have a vision and a mission to
build ‘the new heaven and new earth’ - a world filled with justice and love!

DIOCESAN PRAYER The Diocese prays today for Parishes in Communion for
Mission of St Peter , Cirencester and St Michael, Tetbury served by Fr Mariaselvan
Alexander MSFS, Administrator Mrs Elaine Wright, and St Aldhelm, Malmesbury, ser-
ved by Fr Thomas Kulandaisamy MSFS, Deacon Steve Boughton and all their com-
munities.

PRAY FOR THIS WEEK'S PARISH MINISTRY OR MISSION

We pray today for the work and Ministry of our Hospitality Teams, who wel-
come all who come to our Sunday Mass and provide and serve the refresh-
ments after Mass in the Hall. They help us to spend time together, build com-
munity together, listen to one another and create friendships with new and
old parishioners. This Ministry is vital to growing our community as ‘disciples
who love one another as Jesus loves us’'. Contact Margaret Ulloa if you and
your family or friends could take a turn.

COLLECTIONS
G.A.Env: £50.00 + Loose £265.02 + S.O £ 165.88 + Reader £117.96 = £598.86
Covenant with the Poor: £15  Thank youl!

Those who live the Gospel ‘will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, and those
who have instructed others in virtue, as bright as the stars for all eternity’
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DATES FOR THE DIARY
17th Nov  ‘Safeguarding Sunday’ - pray especially for survivors of abuse

21st Nov  Parish Pastoral Council 7.15 pm

Education Mass at the Cathedral 6.00 pm
24th Nov  Feast of Christ the King, Baptismal Sunday (Provisional)
27th Nov  Ashley Churches Together Serving (ACTS) meet 12.30pm
28th Nov  Celebration Eucharist 20th anniversary of Prayer for Easton 7.30pm
31st Nov  Readers’ training for new lectionary
1st Dec First Sunday of Advent & Introduction of the New Lectionary
5th Dec St Nicks School Governors meet
12th Dec  United Carols in Rawnsley Park, Stapleton Road at 6.30pm
13th Dec  End of Term School Mass at 2.30pm
16th Dec St Nick's School Infants Nativity Play at 1.30pom (Church)
18th Dec St Nick’s School Carol Service at 1.30pm (Church)

JOURNEY OF FAITH 2024/25 HAS BEGUN It has been agreed that we meet in the
Assisi Centre at 5.30pm each Thursday. This group explores our Catholic Christian
Faith both for those thinking about becoming Catholics and for Catholics who wish
a renewal or deeper understanding of their faith. This includes adult Catholics who
have not yet been confirmed in the Holy Spirit. Please contact Richard or Mary for
more information or just come along!

PREPARING FOR YOUR CHILD'’S BAPTISM  Parents seeking the baptism of their chil-
dren are asked to inform Eustace Tameh or Christopher and Epiphania Chipato or
Fr Richard as soon as possible.

Baptismal Sunday (Provisionally) - Sunday 12th January at 10.00am Mass

Parents (Preparation Sessions to be announced)

CALLING OUR YOUNG PEOPLE TO THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

We would like hear from those of our young people (13 years or older by January
2025) who have not yet been confirmed in the Holy Spirit and want to think about
whether God is calling them to this commitment. There may also be some adults
who have not yet be confirmed and would like to consider making this step to
complete their Christian Initiation which began at Baptism. We expect to celebrate
Confirmation in the Spring of 2025, so young people and adults who are interested,
please contact Astrid or Margaret in the Parish office to register your interest.

EDUCATION MASS AT THE CATHEDRAL On November 21st at 6.00 pm, Bishop Bosco
will be offering mass for everyone in the diocese involved in education — children,
parents, teachers, governors. All are invited to share in this mass.

CALLING ALL LAY READERS (PROCLAIMERS OF THE WORD) - NEW LECTIONARY On the

First Sunday of Advent, 1st December, the New Lectionary will be intfroduced. The
same selection of Biblical readings it uses both a different translation and a different
lay-out. It is important that all Readers become familiar with the Lectionary so as to
proclaim the Word effectively - clearly and with faith. Readers are asked to attend
the training session 9.30-12.00 on Saturday November 31st. Please make it a priority
as part of the your ministry. Thank you for your co-operation in this. If you feel called
to this Ministry of Proclaiming the Word, please contact Reagan or Richard and at-
tend these sessions.

Those who live the Gospel ‘will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, and those
who have instructed others in virtue, as bright as the stars for all eternity’
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CAFOD WORLD GIFTS THIS CHRISTMAS Why not give a friend or family a gift
that benefits the poorest of our world. Jesus is not honoured by lavish gifts to each
other - when you give someone a CAFOD World Gift, you are giving to Jesus who
identified himself with the poor who benefit from your Gift. ‘Whatever you do o the
least of my sisters and brothers you do to me!’ The catalogues for these CAFOD
World Gifts will soon be in the porch.

NOVEMBER - A MONTH TO REMEMBER AND PRAY FOR THE DEAD We remember not
only the dead of the wars that have been the scourge of past 100 years, but in this
month all the Faithful Departed, all ‘who have gone before marked with the sign
faith’ and indeed all of deceased humanity for all are precious in God's eyes.
Please take a Memorial Sheet today and fill in the names of all whom you want to
be prayed for and remembered at every Mass celebrated in the parish this No-
vember. They are with the Bulletin this week. Our prayer for them becomes part of
God’s loving them into the fulness of their lives!

GLOBAL SYNOD ENDS ... OR JUST BEGINS? The final Report has been published and
the Assembly in Rome has concluded. You can read on our website the 4 page
summary of the 52 page document - it is essential reading! Now it is up to us to en-
sure that the radical reform of the way decisions are made in the Church is em-
bedded at every level - from global (Vatican), to national (Bishops' Conference of
England and Wales), to diocesan (Clifton Diocese), to Pastoral Areas, to our parish
of St Nicks. This calls for a ‘synodal conversion’ and the formation of ‘missionary dis-
ciples’. Every voice needs to be heard, every person is to be equally valued and
engaged in being Church and Parish.

APPEAL FROM OUR SCHOOL The annual school camp is a very important part of
our children’s development both educationally and socially. Yet many of our chil-
dren’s families cannot afford the cost. Can you sponsor or part-sponsor a child to
have this great opportunity? The cost is £185 per child for a week’s camp - can you
help? Please see Richard or go direct to St Nick's school, tel: 0117 3772260

WORDS OF A CATHOLIC SURVIVOR WORKING TO BUILD A SAFER CHURCH This "Safe-
guarding Sunday" please take a moment to really listen to the voice of survivors of
abuse within the Church. Have you been moved by the accounts of Church victim
survivors you have heard this weeke Have you felt that paine If not, what has put
you outside the mystical body of Christ2 Time, time, and time again survivors are
telling you what is still wrong with our culture, our formation and our structures. But
are you listening? Are you really listening? The impact of what is ‘wrong' lands on
survivors - and it lands heavily. So many left with broken lives, trying, decades after
the original abuse, to deal with savagely infense pain compounded by what, for far
too many, seems like a cold or desperately inadequate response from their
Church. If you speak about 'safeguarding' , please think carefully before you em-
phasise 'how far we've come', and make it crystal clear that there is a very very
long way to go. Whatever your place in the Church is, please, recognise the power
and dignity that your baptism gives you. Lose your excessive deference - it harms
people. Hear the call to listen to those who have been harmed and advocate
strongly for justice for them. We talk about a Church being a safe space or sanctu-
ary - this Sunday please have a long hard look at yours, and fry to imagine how it's
perceived through the eyes of someone whose ability to trust has been shattered
by Church abuse.

Those who live the Gospel ‘will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, and those
who have instructed others in virtue, as bright as the stars for all eternity’
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