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St Nicholas of Tolentino RC Church, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 0RE
St Nicholas Presbytery, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 0RE tel: 0117-909-8810

Parish Office, Assisi Centre, Lawford’s Gate, Bristol BS5 0RE tel: 0117-909-0419
(Office open: Monday-Friday 10am - 12 noon & Tuesday 2 - 4pm; Friday 5 - 7pm
‘Borderlands’ Charity Office: Assisi Centre, St Nicholas Church tel: 07718598188
Parish email: bristol.stnicholasoftolentino@cliftondiocese.com

Fr Richard’s email: stnicks.bristol@blueyonder.co.uk
Clifton Diocesan Website: www.cliftondiocese.com
Download this Bulletin from the Parish Website: www.tolentino.org.uk
Parish Priest - Rev Richard McKay (tel: 0117-909-8810 / mob: 07779677370)
Catechesis: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) Caretaking of our buildings: Volunteers needed
Safeguarding Reps: Mary Hopper (01275-830788) & Margaret Ulloa (0117-915-0486)
Parish Administration & Hall/Room Bookings: Robert von Hawrylak and Team (0117-909-0419)

PASSION SUNDAY - HOLY WEEK BEGINS
HOSANNA TO CRUCIFY HIM!
‘Behold your King comes! Riding on a
donkey!’ The King on a beast of burden,
for He carries the burden of the sin of the
world, of the inhumanity that children of
God are capable of. The donkey, the
impure animal carrying the holiest of all
our brothers and sisters - but a holiness
that refuses to protect itself in sacred
aura, but rather dives into the world of
the impure to bring a love that puri es
and cleanses
They acclaim Him with Royal title ‘Son of David’ and greet him with the
ancient Battle cry - ‘Hosanna!’ as He rides
towards the greatest of battles and the
strangest of victories: the battle against
hate and brutality, sin and unforgiveness;
the Victory of Life over Death, Peace
over Violence. He rides towards the
Drama that will see Unconquerable Love
born forever among us from the wounded
lance-opened side of the Servant King
enthroned upon the wood of the Cross
and crowned with the thorns of the
world’s pain. These Palms of Victory that
carry the scent of pain and death - for
Life!
SUNDAY:

PARISH MASS of the Passio

MONDAY:

Adoratio

at 5.30pm Service of Word & Communion at 6.00pm

TUESDAY:

Adoratio

at 6.00pm

WEDNESDAY:

at 10.00a

(live-streamed on Parish Website

Mass at 6.30pm

Mass of the Chrism at 11.00am (live-streamed on Cathedral website)
Adoratio at 6.00pm Mass for Peace (with General Absolution) at 6.30pm
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PSALM RESPONSE: ‘MY GOD! MY GOD! WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?’
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+++ The Sacred Triduum +++
HOLY THURSDAY:

Tenbrae Prayer at 9.30am (live-streamed on Parish Facebook)

MASS OF THE LAST SUPPER at 7.00pm (Live-streamed on Parish Website
“COME WATCH WITH ME ONE HOUR":

atching with love for Him who is a love!

Please note there can be no ‘Watching’ in the church this year - but you are asked
to join in Watching om the Presbytery Prayer Room om 9.30pm to 11.30p
(live-streamed on the Parish Facebook) observing if possible an hour of prayer let us pray the Rosary together (live-streamed from Presbytery on Parish Facebook) at 10.00pm and the Night Prayer of the Church at 11.15p
GOOD FRIDAY: [Day of Prayer, Fasting and Abstinence]
Tenebrae Morning Prayer at 9.30am (live-streamed on Parish Facebook)
SOLEMN LITURGY OF THE PASSION (live-streamed on Parish Website) at 3p

This meditative and moving Liturgy includes the Proclamation of the Passion, a form of Veneration
of the Cross, Solemn Intercessions, and Mass of the Pre-Sancti ed.
Prayer around the Cross (live-streamed on Parish Facebook) at 7.00p
This wi be led om the Presbytery Prayer Room - share with us (through the Parish Face Book) for
a time spent quietly around the Cross, pondering this great mystery of Love and remembering Jesus
as he is taken down om the Cross and laid in a borrowed Tomb
HOLY SATURDAY:

Tenebrae Morning Prayer at 9.30am (live-streamed on
Parish Facebook)
Today, we wait in sti ness by the Tomb of Christ, the Cruci ed God. The Church celebrates no
Sacraments, but holds a silent, mournful but hope- ed vigil at the tomb, waiting for death to explode into life with the dawn of Easter. Join us in the Presbytery Prayer Room through the Parish
Face Book waiting with love for the Divine Lover to wake om Sabbath rest and liberate the captive slaves of death as its power is destroyed

+++ The Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ +++
HOLY SATURDAY:

THE VIGIL MASS OF EASTER at 9.00p
(live-streamed on Parish Website)

This is the greatest Mass of the year, one for which we prepare most especia y. throughout Lent.We
keep vigil into the dark hours of the night, opening ourselves in prayer, Word and song to the Rising
of the Light of Christ's Resurrection Glory. Every shadow of death scattered! We renew our Baptismal Commitment to Christ; a rming our faith in the Gospel of Life and limitless love; decide
a esh to be a community of faith and proclamation. As we are surrounded by death during this
pandemic and as many people’s fears are growing, we need the message of Life transcending death,
death being the ‘birth-passage’ into the fulness of our life - the message of Easter!
EASTER DAY: SOLEMN DAY MASS OF EASTER at 10.00am
(live-streamed on Parish Website)
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PSALM RESPONSE: ‘MY GOD! MY GOD! WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?’
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EASTER MONDAY:

Adoratio

at 9.30am

28TH MARCH 2021
Mass at 10.00a

DIOCESAN PRAYER
The Diocese prays for the Parishes in Communion for Mission of
St Peter, Cirencester, St Aldhelm, Malmesbury and St Michael, Tetbury, served by Fr Philip
Thomas, Fr Thomas Kulandaisamy MSFS, Deacon Steve Broughton, Parish Administrator
Mrs Elaine Wright and all their communities.
TODAY: [1] We celebrate Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, the beginning of
Holy Week. Last Holy Week we were in Lockdown with closed churches - this year our
church is open, though our celebrations will not be as full and rich as in previous years. But
do come if you can and share in the moving and powerful journey from ‘Hosanna!’ through
‘Crucify Him’ to ‘He is Risen!’ On Palm Sunday we greet our humble Servant King who
comes to wash feet, preach love and suffer crucifixion. Come and express your love for our
King who is crowned with thorns, enthroned upon the gibbet of the Cross, clothed in crimson
- His blood flowing to bring forgiveness to all the world.
NEXT SUNDAY:
EASTER SUNDAY!! We celebrate the incomparable joy of
Loves victory over hatred, Life’s victory over death, Light’s victory over all darkness,
Holiness’ victory of sin. The Spirit raises the dead Jesus into our Risen Living and Lifegiving Lord. As we celebrate with such joy our rebirth in Christ, we renew the promises of
our baptism and commit ourselves to serving the Kingdom, living the Resurrection and being
Good News to the Poor of the world. How important it is to celebrate unconquerable Life
this Easter as so many are gripped by fear and surrounded by death. How important it
is to prayer for our Health workers risking their own health to give life and to care for
the dying. This strange Easter indeeds invites us to plumb the depth of Resurrection’s
meaning for our lives and discover a new freedom in Christ.
DIOCESAN PRAYER The Diocese prays today for the parishes in Communion for Mission of St Gerard Majella, Knowle and Christ the King, Knowle West, served by Fr George
Henwood, Fr Michael d’Mello, and both the communities. We also give thanks for and pray
for our Bishop, Declan, ordained Bishop of Clifton 20 years ago.
PRAY FOR THIS WEEK’S PARISH MINISTRY OR MISSION This week, pray God’s
Blessing for the Ministry of our site Maintenance Team. Co-ordinated by Andrew, and
guided by Robert and the Parish Office Team, their hidden work enables the mission and
ministry of our parish to continue. Volunteers always welcome - please see Andrew.
WORD OF GOD
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

FOR THE HOLY WEEK LITURGY
Mark 11: 1-10 / Isaiah 50: 4-7 / Psalm 21 / Phil 2: 6-11/ Mark 14: 1-15: 47
Isaiah 42: 1-7 / Psalm 27 / John 12: 1-11
Isaiah 49: 1-6 / Psalm 70 / John 13: 21-33, 36-38
Isaiah 50: 4-9 / Psalm 68 / Matthew 26: 14-25
Exodus 12: 1-8, 11-14 / Psalm 115 /1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 / John 13: 1-15
Isaiah 52: 13- 53: 12 / Ps 30 / Hebrews 4: 14-16, 5: 7-9 / John 18: 1- 19: 42
the Vigil Readings

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS
14/3/21 Env £168.22 + Loose £154.78 + PayPal £ + S/O £111.05 = TOTAL: £434.05 thanks!
21/03/21 Env: £128.00 + Loose: £112.00 + S/O £111.05 = TOTAL £351.05 - Thank you
Caritas £35.00
Donation £200.00
I wish to thank all who give great and small
amounts to the work and mission of the parish. Every gift and giver is equally valued and
these gifts are used to serve the growth of the Kingdom of God. Thank you!
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EASTER OFFERINGS: This Collection (together with the Christmas Offerings) is your
contribution to the annual ‘wage’ of your parish priest,. Please try to make your contribution
at this time when we cannot gather for Mass. Parish bank details available on request.
DATES FOR THE DIARY
28th March PALM SUNDAY - HOLY WEEK BEGINS
29th March Vaccination Clinic in St Nicks Church all day
31st March Borderlands Trustees meeting at 2.00pm (Zoom)
1st April
MAUNDY THURSDAY - Mass of the Last Supper at 7.00pm
2nd April
GOOD FRIDAY (Day of Fast and Abstinence)
3rd April
GREAT EASTER VIGIL MASS at 9.00pm
4th April
EASTER SUNDAY - Baptismal Sunday
6th April
Parish Finance Committee meets (on Zoom)
7th April
Diocesan Safeguarding meeting (on Teams)
8th April
Parish Pastoral Council meeting (on Zoom)
8th April
First Meeting of First Eucharist Programme for children and parents (4.00pm)
FIRST EUCHARIST PROGRAMME 2021 BEGINS
Now our children have returned
to teaching in school, we can begin the First Eucharist Preparation Programme for 2021. The
start has been delayed because of Covid restrictions, but at last we can begin. We have had
our first meeting with parents (on Zoom), and now the Programme begins for the children on
Thursday 8th April at 4.00pm in the church. Each session will be one hour so please collect your children at 5.00pm - thank you. The First Eucharist Sunday will be on 18th
July at 10am Mass.
CAFOD LENTEN FASTS This virus is a global threat - and CAFOD (a member of ‘Caritas International’) is part of the world-wide Church’s global response. Please do not forget to
support CAFOD’s work in sacred communion with the world’s poorest by giving generously
for development and aid, bringing more justice & equality to our world! Send your contribution direct to CAFOD or place them in the CAFOD envelopes, and drop them in the basket
with your normal Sunday Offertory, or through the Parish Office or Presbytery letter box.
TALKING AND LISTENING GROUP - the group runs every Tuesday from 4.00pm to
5.30pm and offers a safe place for people to come and talk about the issues which are effecting them and listen to others. The group supports those with low mood, lack of self-esteem
and anxiety as well as those struggling with, for example, bereavement, isolation, guilt, serious illness and relationship issues. One to one sessions over the phone or social media are
available. Confidentiality is assured. For more information contact Robert on 07767 706 163
or robertvh@hotmail.co.uk. Or, just come along.
REFURBISHMENT OF THE ASSISI CENTRE (Ground Floor) BEGINS
The work
began on Monday as contractors came on site and will continue for at least 14 weeks. It will
mean some disruption. The Parish office has temporarily moved to the ‘New Room’ where
normally we have the Children’s liturgy of the Word (next to the main Lawfords Gate entrance); the Sacristy has moved temporarily to first ‘side room’ off the church where the
‘Reconciliation Room’ (or Confessional) is sited. FOR THE DURATION OF THE WORK
ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH IS NOW ONLY FROM PENNYWELL ROAD - NO
ACCESS FROM LAWFORDS GATE.
POST-PANDEMIC CHALLENGES
It is clear that so many are struggling with physical
and emotional exhaustion because of the Lockdown and especially serving the sick and vulnerable during this Public Health Crisis. Enforced isolation has worsened the mental health
of so many people. How can we respond and develop our parish as ‘God’s Field Hospital’.
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